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Romans 6:1-11  DEAD TO SIN & ALIVE TO GOD!

Have you ever had to battle to overcome a particular sin in your life?  I’m sure you have.  We all have, because it’s part of being human.  Even Paul cried out to be delivered from his sinful nature.  Today’s reading from Romans 6 is one that can set us free from guilt and help us on the road to victory. 

In the previous chapters in this letter Paul has been teaching his readers that through their faith in Christ and his death on the cross, their sin has been completely dealt with.  Through faith, God has credited them with Christ’s righteousness; they enjoy complete fellowship with God – they stand uncondemned before him. “Justified” is the theological term.  We are “justified by faith.”
In Romans 6, Paul anticipates a particular reaction from his legally oriented readers. He hears them say, “Well then!  If have Christ’s righteousness, and we stand uncondemned before God, we should be able to sin to our little heart’s content, because God has already dealt with it!  The more we sin – the more of God’s grace we receive!”
“No way!” says Paul.  Listen to these verses again.  “What shall we say, then? Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? By no means! We are those who have died to sin; how can we live in it any longer?”
Paul then proceeds to unpack for his readers a most magnificent truth – he explains that in our baptism, we are baptised both into Christ’s death, and into his life.
What does that mean to be buried with Christ through baptism into death? It means that through baptism, we have been identified, or joined with Christ, when he took the punishment for our sins.  (And theologically, I need to say at this point that baptism in water has no meaning, apart from our Baptism in the Holy Spirit.)
Have any of you been baptised by immersion?  Though infant baptism is the norm in the Anglican church, full immersion baptism is not uncommon. In each of my previous parishes, we have had full immersion baptisms.  When I was curate at St Nick’s North Goulburn, our son Toby was baptised in the Wollondilly River, aged ten. In Taralga, I baptised a group of young people in our outdoor hot tub. In the Snowy Mountains parish, I baptised a 74 year old man in Lake Jindabyne.  That took courage, I might add, for both the man and the priest.  It was very COLD! 

 When someone is baptised by immersion, they are usually lowered backwards into the water and then raised up again.  The backwards motion into the water symbolizes the person’s death and burial.  As they’re raised up again and the water drains away, it symbolises the person’s washing from sin and rising to new life.  It’s a powerful sacrament.  

Why is this ‘death’ symbolism necessary? It’s because Romans 6:23 tells us that the wages of sin are death.  On the cross, Christ had to experience death in order to take the punishment for sin that should have been ours. 

When we come to Jesus in repentance for our wrongdoing and rebellion and are baptised as a sign of our repentance and commitment, Christ’s death becomes our death. We’re fused together in it and the penalty is paid for us.

In simple terms, as far as sin and its penalty is concerned – we’re dead.  It has no more hold on us.  No more power over us.

I know someone who, when he was a young man, tragically killed someone accidentally. He was sentenced to four years in prison for manslaughter. That penalty had to be paid – there was no way to avoid it.  And pay it he did.
However, had this man met his own death on the way to prison – what would happen to that penalty? It would be null and void, wouldn’t it?  You can’t exact a penalty from someone who is dead.  Once we’re dead – the law simply does not apply.

And so it is with sin.  When we were baptised into Christ, we were baptised into his death.  The penalty for sin no longer applies to us.  We are DEAD as far as sin and its penalty are concerned. And note that we are free not just from the penalty.  We are also free from sin.
V. 7 reminds us, “anyone who has died is freed from sin.”
It seems such a simple truth – yet so many of God’s people don’t experience that freedom! How many times do we come before God, repent of a sin we have committed, only to give in to the same temptation again?

If we find ourselves wrestling with a particular sin, we need to really take on board Paul’s words in v.11, where he says, “COUNT  YOURSELVES, or consider yourselves dead to sin.  Our sinful nature is a given, but we don’t have to let it drag us down into guilt and defeat.
The trap is when we allow the sin we commit to draw us back into condemnation. Sin leaves us feeling guilt-ridden and worthless, when we forget to count ourselves dead to sin.

When we confess our sins to God, we need to take him at his word – despite how we might actually feel.  We need to believe him when he says he washes us as white as snow; we need to believe him when he says that he removes our sins from us as far as the east is from the west – even though what we see in our lives might be contrary to that.  
Sometimes we have to really make a point of putting our sin behind us, and moving forward into the freedom Christ offers us. That’s counting ourselves dead to sin. It’s acknowledging the fact, or the position that we have in Christ.
Alive to God

Not only do we need to accept that we been united with Christ in his death, but as v. 5 tells us we have also been united with Christ in his resurrection.  Not only are we “dead to sin” but we are “alive to God”.

V 8 tells us, “Now if we died with Christ, we believe we shall also live with him.”

Every time I conduct a funeral, I’m reminded of the wonder of our Christian hope.  Though we grieve, we don’t grieve as those who have no hope.  We know that death is not the end.  We know that those who die in Christ will live eternally with him.

But this verse is not simply referring to life after death with Christ.  It is talking about life in the here and now with Christ.  We are also alive to God as we go about our daily activities.  We are alive to God as we clean our teeth at night or as we open our eyes in the morning.

What does it mean to be alive to God?
A young woman who was part of our evening service team a couple of years ago got married and has recently had a new baby. This mum – like so many others – has found that she has gone from sleeping like a log through the night, to being fine-tuned to the slightest sound from her baby. In a playgroup with lots of other mums and young children, she can be in the kitchen, and recognize her baby’s burbles and laughs.  She has become sensitive to the smallest sound her baby makes.
There’s a sense in which that sensitivity - or ‘coming alive’ to her new baby, is similar to the way we experience coming alive to God. 
When we recognise our need for God, repent of our sin and place our trust in Jesus, we are baptised in the Holy Spirit. We confess that baptism every time we say the Nicene Creed in our Communion service.  We say, “we acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins” – that is the baptism we confess.  It means we are dead to sin, and alive to Christ. Through the baptism of the Holy Spirit, we are united with Christ, and we become sensitive to him.  We become aware of him. We begin to feel his transforming presence in our lives.  
We notice sin, where we never noticed it before. We notice it because now the very nature of God lives within us – and it is in stark contrast to our fallen nature. But though we may be more aware of sin, as Paul says in Colossians 3, “for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.”

However, being alive to Christ is not a passive state. It is very much an active one. In the power of the Spirit, we enter into a quest to overcome sin. We cannot be alive to God, and at the same time, accommodate sin.
“Therefore” says Paul, “do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life; and offer the parts of your body to him as instruments of righteousness. For sin shall not be your master, because you are not under law, but under grace”.

Paul is saying – don’t go back to the poverty of your previous life where you were slaves to things that brought about decay and destruction to body mind and spirit!  Instead, turn towards God – embrace him and the new life that is now within you.  Offer yourselves to him, and let the new life within you find expression.  
Once we belong to Christ, we have been cleansed from sin and set free from its penalty.  The mighty creator of heaven and earth has taken up residence within us. The power of the resurrection bubbles in our spirits!  However, we still live in a sinful world, and our minds and bodies are still subject to sinful thoughts and desires.
We need to continually bring our minds before Christ to be renewed. We need to continually choose the better path, and offer ourselves to God as instruments as righteousness, rather that turn back to the ways of the world.  As we do that, a transformation takes place!
Then we will find, as Paul said in 2 Corinthians 3:18,

We, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's glory, are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.”
Let’s pray…
Let’s pray.
