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Matthew 13:44-46  The Pearl of Great Price  
This week I want to look at the second of the two short parables that Jane has just read from Matthew's gospel: the parable of finding a pearl of great price.

I once asked the children in my Scripture class what the most important thing in their lives was - and I got some surprising answers.  They ranged from my Mum & Dad, to my horse, my mini-bike, and my X-Box!

If you asked the proverbial person in the street what they valued most – you’d also get quite a range of answers.
LOVE. For some, I suppose, it would quite simply be love. A relationship with another person. A relationship of love, on which their lives could depend; to find or have a companion with whom they could spend their lives. History is full of love stories in which someone like Shakespeare's Mark Anthony gives up everything -- gives up power, gives up wealth, gives up home -- in order to pursue his Cleopatra. Everything for that one person who will make life, in a sense, complete. Is that perhaps a pearl or treasure that we seek in life? For some people it certainly is. 

A GOAL. For other people this treasure or pearl that they would give everything for, is not so much a person, but an objective. It is a goal. It is what lies at the end of an adventure; at the end of a quest. It may be a career or a promotion – or retirement! Then again, maybe it’s the acquisition of something. The purchase of a long awaited car, or house or trip. But there is a goal at the end of this that they would give anything to achieve or to obtain. They would make sacrifices and pursue it with everything that they have. A pearl of great price. Do we have a pearl we pursue like that? 

SKILL OR CRAFT.  For top athletes and performers their life is not so much spent pursuing things, but pursuing a skill or a sport. To become excellent in their fields, these people give up everything, their time, their energy & often their relationships! They are completely focused on achieving excellence -  hour after hour after hour. 

A man called Liu Chi Kung was the runner-up in the 1958 Tchaikovsky piano competition. The runner-up to Van Cliburn, as it happened, in that particular year. One year later, though, he found himself in prison in his home country of China. It was the beginning of the Cultural Revolution, and he was incarcerated for seven long years, - no piano, no music. When he was released, it wasn't long before he began the piano concert tours again and critics were amazed when they heard him play. They said, "How is it that you are playing so well after all these years in prison without a piano'? You are playing better than you used to play before, but you have not practiced all these years." And he said, 

"Oh, yes I have. I have practiced. Every day I practiced. Every piece of music I have ever learned; every note I've played. I played it in my mind, day after day, after day. I practiced during those years." 

It’s hard for us, I think, to grasp or to imagine such dedication! There is no question it was for Liu Chi Kung his treasure. A pearl of great price that he pursued with all the devotion that he could muster. And you could see it on his release. 

There could be any number of things for us, which if we were honest with ourselves, we could call our “treasure”, or our “pearl”.

This short parable of Jesus confronts us with the truth- the reality - that it is the Kingdom of Heaven that is the greatest treasure, the pearl of great price.
What exactly is Kingdom of heaven, or the Kingdom of God?  In a nutshell, the Kingdom of Heaven – or the Kingdom of God – is the rule or reign of God. It doesn’t refer to the place, so much as to the reign. When Jesus spoke of the Kingdom, he had different emphases.  At times, he meant the rule of God over Creation.  At other times, he meant his rule in the here and now – his rule in our lives.  And at other times, he meant the rule of his coming Kingdom. 
For us to belong to God’s Kingdom, means to accept and to do his will in our lives. 

AND THE KINGDOM OF HEAVEN IS WORTH SACRIFICING EVERYTHING FOR!
As we think about this truth in the light of these two parables, there are two things that are significant:

· It is significant that the Kingdom of Heaven was compared to a pearl. 
To people of that era, a pearl was the loveliest of all possessions. Jesus was saying that the Kingdom of Heaven was the loveliest thing in the entire world. 
If we bear in mind that to be in the Kingdom is to accept and to do the will of God, then that means that to do the will of God is no grim, grey, agonizing thing.  It is a lovely thing.  One of the greatest fears I hear expressed when talking to people about Jesus, is the fear that if they give their lives to God, he will make them miserable.  He’ll make them give up everything that is fun and enjoyable.  What a lie of the enemy that is!  Didn’t Jesus say, “I have come that you might have Life and have it in all its fullness?”
Beyond the discipline, and the sacrifice; beyond the self denial and the cross, there’s a loveliness – a beauty that we won’t find anywhere else!  I like this comment from William Barclay’s commentary on Matthew:

“There is only one way to bring peace to the heart, joy to the mind, beauty to the life, and that is to accept and to do the will of God.”

· It is also significant that there are many pearls, but only one pearl of great price. 
There are many wonderful things in this world – things that are worth pursuing and striving for.  Things in which we can find great value & beauty.  

There are relationships which satisfy us; there is beauty in the arts, music & literature; there are triumphs of the human spirit that inspire us; acts of great love and sacrifice in the name of service to humanity.  All these things have great value and beauty – but they are all lesser things.  They pale into insignificance when compared to the pearl of great price.   The supreme beauty lies in the placing ourselves under the reign or rule of God; which means accepting and doing His will.
How much does the Kingdom of God mean to us?  How important is it for us to do the will of God?  Is it something we are prepared to make sacrifices for? 
Let me finish this morning with a short dramatization…. The two characters are a Pearl seeker, and a shop owner.
DRAMA

Shop Owner: How may I help you? 

Pearl Seeker: This pearl — I’ve seen pearls the world over and this is one-of-a-kind. I would SO love to have it! Would you- would you ever consider selling it? 

S: Oh, it is certainly for sale. 

P: How can that be? I mean it is one-of-a-kind. How could you sell it? 

S: You are right. Still, it is for sale. 

P: So how much is it? 

S: It costs everything you have. 

P: Everything? I don't understand. 

S: Whatever you have, that is what the pearl costs. If you have ten million dollars, or if you have two cents, that is what it costs. Everything. 

P: That sounds like a terrific deal. Let me see if I've heard you correctly. If I give you everything I have, then I can have the pearl? 

S: That's right. 

P: Then we have a deal! I’ll buy it. 

S: You have made an excellent decision. Now give me all that you have. 

P: Let's see, I have $2,500 in my cheque account and $4,000 in my savings account. 

S: Good, I'll take it. What else do you have? 

P: That's all I have. 

S: Do you have any money in your pocket? 

P: Well sure, I have some change and a few dollars in folding money. 

S: Don't count it, just hand it over. What else do you have? 

P: I don’t have anything else. 

S: Where do you live? 

P: I have a house. 

S: You have a house? I'll take the house. 

P: You’ll take my house? 

S: Yes. 

P: I guess I'll have to live in my weekend cottage. 

S: You have a weekend cottage? 

P: Er..yes. 

S: I'll take that too. 

P: I will have nowhere to sleep except in my car. 

S: So you have a car? 

P: Yes….
S: I'll take the car. 

P: Now I REALLY don't have anything. I've given you everything. 

S: Are you married? 

P: Yes. 

S: I'll take your spouse. 

P: My spouse? 

S: Yes. And do you have children? 

P: Yes, three lovely children. 

S: I'll take them as well. 

P: Now I—I have nothing left but myself. 

S: I will take that too. Now the pearl is yours. 

P: As I hold it, and now that I own it, it is even more beautiful than anything I ever imagined. But what a price to pay! 

[PAUSE] 

S: I tell you what I am going to do. You remember your spouse? 

P: Of course. 

S: I am going to let your spouse be your spouse, but this time with a difference. You must accept your spouse as a gift from me, and you will live according to what I say and not according to what the world says. 

P: O.K. 

S: And the children. 

P: Yes, I remember my children. 

S: Not your children. They are mine. 

P: Yes. 

S: I will let you keep them, but you must now treat them as a gift and raise them my way. 

P: I'm not really sure I understand the difference between before I came to your store and now, when I have given you everything. 

S: Again, the difference is to do what I say, not what the world says. Do you understand? 

P: I think so. 

S: Now then, remember the car? 

P: Sure. 

S: I am going to let you have the car but remember, it is my car. 

P: Yes, I will remember that. 

S: I may need the car occasionally. I may have to take someone to the hospital or take someone somewhere who can't afford transportation. Do you understand? 

P: Yes, I understand. 

S: Your house? 

P: Yes, I remember my house. 

S: Well, I am going to let you live in that house. But I want you to remember that it is my house and from time to time, I may need a bedroom for one person or even a whole family. Do you understand what I am trying to tell you? 

P: Yes, it is your house. 

S: The weekend cottage? 

P: Yeah, I remember that. 

S: You can use that as well, but some weekends there may be a person or a family who need to get away to be by themselves or to rest, and I will need it then. 

P: Of course. 

S: Now, the money. 

P: Yes, yes the money. 

S: I am going to let you use the money. 

P: Thank you very much! 

S: However, you have to remember it is not your money but mine, and there will be times when I will come to you and say I need some of that money, and you will give it to me. 

P: Yes, I understand. 

S: Someday I may even come to you and say I need all of that money. 

P: Yes. 

S: Do you understand? [Pause] Do you really understand? 

