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Sermon 14.11.10

Bishops Guiding Principles No 8: “Governance that is effective and transparent”-sound Christian Leadership.

Readings: Deut 17:14-20, Ps 1, Titus 1:7-9, Matthew 20:20-28.

May the words of my mouth and the meditations of all our hearts be acceptable in your sight our rock and our Redeemer. Amen

Mums can be downright embarrassing sometimes! Can you remember a time when your Mum made you cringe or did something that made you want to crawl into a hole in the ground? Perhaps she was being assertive and protecting you but you just wished it would all go away. How do you think James and John felt when their mother asked Jesus for them to have places of honour in his kingdom? Do you think that the boys put her up to it or do you think it was her idea? Remember in the culture of the time the word of a woman was not valid as a witness and she was not considered worthy of attention, so this mother was risking much to see that her boys got ahead in life.

Today we are exploring the Bishops 8th guiding principle: Governance that is effective and transparent-sound Christian leadership. 

Among other qualities of Christian leadership there are three that stand out to me.

1. Christian leadership must be based in Scripture, both in knowledge of, and living from, the word of God.

2. A Christian leader must be sound in character, someone who walks the walk and leads by example, and

3. A Christian leader must follow the example of Jesus and have the heart of a servant.

If the leader displays these characteristics then the leadership that he or she engages in will be effective and transparent.

Our readings today emphasise the importance of basing Christian leadership on the principles of Scripture. Deuteronomy focuses on Kingly leadership and stresses that when the king takes his throne his first duty is to have a copy of the law written for him so that he can read it and observe it all the days of his life. The law was to be the touchstone to direct his leadership. 

Psalm 1 follows that theme when it says that our delight is to be in the law of the Lord and meditating on it refreshes us and causes growth in us as a stream does for a fruit tree. Likewise, Titus, when describing the attributes of a Bishop or overseer says that they ‘must have a firm grasp of the word that is trustworthy in accordance with the teaching, so that they may be able both to preach with sound doctrine and to refute those who contradict it’. Scripture as the bedrock for Christian leadership encourages us to be hearers and doers of the word.

A mighty preacher came to town and set up a great tent. He preached with fire, pouring his heart and soul into it and many people heard the word of God, repented and accepted Christ as their Saviour. There was one crusty elderly gentleman who just sat and watched. Year after year the preacher rode into town to pitch his tent and year after year the elderly man sat and absorbed but made no move when the call came to commit to Jesus. Then one year he was moved by what the preacher said and made his way down to the front to give his life to Jesus. When asked what made the difference this year he simply said that he had left his pitchfork behind and brought his rake instead. The previous years when he had heard the word he would think that Mrs so-in-so needed that and pitchfork it over or Mr whoseit needed that gem and the pitchfork again come into use. This year he had heard the word and raked it to himself. When we open our hearts to the living word of God and allow it to be raked to us it brings about transformation. 

Let me say this; In our discussion of leadership I am not just referring to the obvious leaders in the church. Don’t pitchfork this to Carol or Jane or Arthur as leader of Parish Council or the Lay readers. Use your rake and remember that we are all priests in God’s kingdom, wherever we are in the community we are Christian leaders.

Our second quality of Christian leadership is soundness of character. This includes things like being honest in our dealings with others, being loving, kind, truthful, generous, tactful, and as Titus puts it, upright, devout and self-controlled. This soundness of character comes by hearing and doing the word of God and living by the example of Jesus. It is the outworking of the Holy Spirit in our lives-the fruits of the Spirit. This is not our natural inclination. We have to choose to make the Scripture our basis and to follow the self-giving ministry of Jesus.

Our third quality of Christian leadership brings us back to the Gospel of Matthew and the outrageous request from the mother of James and John. Jesus doesn’t berate her or call her foolish, instead he shows respect and addresses her request by asking if the boys are able to drink of the same cup as he. When they say yes, he then says that he is unable to designate places in his kingdom and goes on to teach about the leadership of a servant. Jesus sees that the disciples still, do not understand that his kingdom is not in the here and now but will come in the future. In the meantime the way of leading is by humility, deference to others, serving and maybe even death. To study the leadership of Jesus is to see a man who loves, has compassion, heals, teaches, suffers and dies. He is a man of self-control but also of passion. He does not allow the religious leaders of the day to get away with poor leadership. He derides their neglect of the widows and orphans and their nit-picking over man-made laws. Jesus led by example, the strong example of self-giving love and compassion. We see Jesus practicing what he preaches as he strips to his undergarment, takes a towel and kneels down to wash the feet of his disciples. All that Jesus did was seen by others, he did not hide away but was seen teaching and preaching, healing, eating and drinking. His leadership was effective and transparent and changed the world.

We are all leaders in the places in which God has placed us. Let us strive to be the best leaders we can be by grounding our words and action in the Word of God, by living our lives with love and respect for others and by following Jesus who said, ‘I came not to be served but to serve.’ Amen.

