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ACTS 3:12-20

Did you know that one of the top 5 fears people say they have when asked, is the fear of public speaking? If someone is not experienced or confident in this area, being asked to speak in front of a group of people is enough to bring on an attack of hyperventilation! 
We had debating as part of our English course in senior high school, and it was surprising how many in my class hated debating.  I’d have to confess I was one of them.  I could never think of anything to say. I’d get tongue tied, and then feel like an idiot. If I could have been anywhere else other than the debating team I was put in, I’d have been there like a shot.

As Christians, we’re encouraged to share our faith with others, yet it seems for many, it is almost as scary to contemplate sharing our faith as it would be to contemplate standing in front of hundreds of people to give a speech.

Just think about Jesus’ disciples for a moment. They were not trained in public speaking. Most of them were what we’d call ‘working class’people. Peter and John certainly had no real education other than the basics of their Jewish faith. All they really knew was fishing.  And yet, in today’s reading from Acts, we see a real metamorphosis, don’t we? Peter-the-fisherman is preaching passionately to a crowd of people in the Temple.
Our reading gives us Peter’s sermon, but let’s put it in context.  Peter & John had gone to the temple for the afternoon time of prayer – about three o’clock.  As they approached the temple, they saw a crippled man being carried to the temple gate where he was put every day to beg.  It must have been a miserable life for this beggar eking out an existence from the few small coins that came his way! 

Peter and John had to pass him to enter the temple. He asked them for money – and you probably know the rest of the story.  Peter and John didn’t have any money.  But, inspired by the Holy Spirit, they offered to give him what they did have – and in the name of Jesus, they told him to rise up and walk.

They took him by the hand, the man responded in faith, and as he made the effort to get up, his legs and ankles became whole, and he jumped to his feet!  And he kept jumping!  He leapt around praising God!  v8 tells us that he “went with them into the temple courts, walking and jumping and praising God.”

I read that passage, you know, and can’t help smiling at the image that comes to mind.  This guy leaping in circles around them, yelling his praise to God, and his thanks to Peter and John. Peter and John telling him to calm down! – a crowd gathering!

V 11 says “While the beggar held on to Peter and John, all the people were astonished and came running to them in the place called Solomon's Colonnade.”  

All the commotion brought people from all parts of the temple to see what was going on.  As the man was identified as the crippled beggar, and news of the miracle spread through the temple, people came running from all directions! 

Peter stood tall and began to preach! Peter the burly, uneducated fisherman had become Peter the preacher!  What had suddenly made such a difference? 
Of course, it was the Holy Spirit, wasn’t it?  Peter and John had been among the 120 believers who were holed up in an attic room, hiding from the Romans and waiting for something Jesus called ‘power from on high’.

We know the story of Pentecost.  The Holy Spirit fell on the believers in power, and they were completely transformed.  Peter’s first sermon was from the rooftop in front of hundreds and hundreds of people. His second sermon was this one front of the crowd in the temple.  As the Spirit fell upon the disciples, they were filled with passion, and boldness, and ‘the power of public speaking’! Somehow, they seemed to know just what to say. And so they took every opportunity to share their faith, the church grew by the thousands.
Wouldn’t we love some of that?

Let me say that this passion and power is not something that is out of reach for the average Christian. It’s not something that was just for the early church. The Holy Spirit is promised to all believers!  And the whole reason the Spirit is promised is so that we will become witnesses to Jesus.  In Acts 1:8, we read Jesus parting words to his disciples as he ascends back to heaven: 

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth."
It is when we are touched by the Holy Spirit that we too are transformed. We receive all that we need to live the life that Jesus calls us to live.

How many of you have enjoyed the James Bond movies over the years?  A few of them start with James Bond in the lab with Q, his armourer, who gives him all the gadgets and gizmos that Bond will need to equip him for his mission in the field. 
In one sense, the Holy Spirit is to us what Q is to James Bond. He equips us with all we need to carry out the assignments God gives us.  But in the broader sense, the Holy Spirit is far more than that. 

· He fills us with the passion that motivates us to serve him!

In Luke 3:16, John the Baptist promised that one would come after him who would baptize with the Holy Spirit and with fire!

It’s the fire of the Spirit  that motivated Peter and John that day in the temple to heal the beggar, and to preach to the crowd. 

It’s the fire of the Spirit that has kicked of every major revival down through church history.

It’s the fire of the Spirit that motivates us to share our faith!

We’re not strangers to this sort of passion in an earthly sense, are we? What happens when someone wins the lottery?  They can’t help exploding with excitement, and telling all their family and friends about their good fortune.

When someone is cured of a long term illness – they’ll shout it from the rooftops.  A friend from a previous parish has struggled constant, severe pain in one of her legs. She’s had two or three surgeries which seemed only to make things worse. She’d lost her mobility and all her enjoyment of life. Then she was given the opportunity for a new type of surgery. The week following surgery was dreadful, but she came out the other side and she’s now home – completely pain free for the first time in a decade!
She’s so full of thanksgiving! She’s writing letters, & sending emails to everyone she knows  - she can’t keep it to herself.  She’s ecstatic!


The early disciples were like that – they’d been baptized with fire, and this fire is promised to all believers through the Holy Spirit.

· Secondly, the Holy Spirit fills us with power. 
When it comes to sharing our faith, the main thing that holds us back is confidence, isn’t it? We don’t know how to bring up the subject – and many of us aren’t sure we even want to! And if the subject does come up, we’re never quite sure what to say, and then we find we’re scared of offending the person we’re talking to, and we don’t want to put them off, and we don’t want to end up with the reputation of being a Bible Basher….does anyone resonate with any of this?  If so you’re not on your own.  This is why the Holy Spirit has come!  We don’t have to grit our teeth, screw up our courage and plunge into a religious discussion.  When the Holy Spirit empowers us, we can’t help ourselves. We actually want to talk about Jesus. It flows from us as naturally as it would if we were telling someone about our new secret of weight loss – or whatever else might fire us up!
Jesus said, “You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you.  You will be my witnesses.”
Peter and John were filled with this power when in Jesus name, they healed the beggar. Peter was filled with passion as he spoke to the Jews about how they had crucified Jesus, and how he had risen from the dead, how by faith in him, the beggar who stood whole before them, and that they should repent of their sins and believe!
They really upset the authorities, but despite the friction, we read in Acts 4:4,

 “But many who heard the message believed, and the number of men grew to about five thousand.”
That’s what the power of the Holy Spirit can do!  And his power is for all who believe.

So often we struggle to do what we think God wants us to do in our own strength. Have you ever tried to steer a car with power steering when the power steering is not working? You can do it, but my goodness, it’s a struggle!  But once the power steering kicks in, it’s almost effortless.

God does not want us to struggle to serve him. He longs to empower us by his Spirit, so that he can use our hands to touch this world with his love and power, as he touched the beggar and the entire crowd at the Temple.  He wants us to come to him to be filled with his Spirit. We are in fact commanded in Ephesians 5:18 to do so.  “Do not be drunk with wine,” says Paul, “But go on being filled with the Spirit.”   It is an ongoing encounter with him. Today as you come to the Communion rail, please take the opportunity to ask God to fill you afresh with him Spirit?
Let’s pray…

